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The Tasman Peninsula is a special part of Tasmania. 
As the site of the penal scttlement of  Port 
Arthur, it is of considerable historical s ignificance. 
That, combined with its natural beauty and unusual 
geological features; make the peninsula Tasmania's 
foremost tourist  attraction. 
The Tasman Peninsula Symposium conducted 
in 1 986 by the Royal Society of Tasmania brought 
together experts 011 many aspects of the area's history, 
environment and development 
The aims were to bring together information 
about the peninsula's natural and cultural resources, 
to addres s  the ways that humans have used and are 
using the reg ion and to stimulate discussion about its 
future. The symposium succeeded in 
achieving these aims, and the results in 
this book should be of value to a wide range of people. 
The publication contains imersting and concise 
vii 
information on diverse subjects, from geology to 
botany, trom agriculture to aquaculture and from 
Aboriginal occupation to the present day. There are 
also important contributions on lal1idslCllTle 
tourism, demography and future UB""'''''''''. 
The Society 'has dedicated this book 10 the 
memory of my predecessor, His Excellency, Sir James 
Plimsol l ,  who opened the Tasman Peninsula 
Symposium. Sir James Plimsol! was Govemof of 
Tasmania from 1 982  to 1 987, and Patron of the 
for the s an1e period. I believe he would be 
with this collection of scholarly and 
His Excellency, 
General Sir Phillip Bennett, A.C., KB.E. ,  D.S .O. 
Governor of Tasmania. 
